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PERTH ZOO — BREEDING PROGRAMS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.08 pm]: I would like to update the house 
on the breeding programs at Perth Zoo. Perth Zoo, which attracted 640 642 visitors in 2011–12—the highest 
attendance figure in its 114 year history—is an important conservation agency not only in Western Australia but 
also in the Australasian region and globally, working with threatened exotic and native species. Its work includes 
the award-winning native species breed-for-release program for our most threatened Western Australian fauna. 
In 2011–12, Perth Zoo supported 40 local, regional and international animal species management conservation 
programs, with Perth Zoo staff coordinating 11 of these programs, including the global program for the critically 
endangered Javan gibbon, and programs for African painted dog, ring-tailed lemur, western swamp tortoise and 
short-beaked echidna. In addition to these roles, Perth Zoo is amongst the most significant breeding institutions 
for a number of species, including Sumatran orangutan, red panda, short-beaked echidna and black-winged stilt. 
Most recently, the Australasian breeding program for the Asian small-clawed otter—the smallest of the otter 
species— was boosted with the birth of two litters at Perth Zoo. This is the first time in 18 years that Perth Zoo 
has bred otters. This breeding success follows the arrival in Perth last year of four new breeding otters from 
overseas zoos to provide new bloodlines for the regional breeding program. The four pups in the first litter, born 
on 19 June, have just started to venture out of their nest box and explore their exhibit. The youngsters are now 
becoming active and adventurous, so they will be increasingly visible to visitors in coming weeks. The second 
litter of four pups, born on 7 July, are housed in the zoo’s off-display breeding facility, with plans for this otter 
family to be transferred to Adelaide Zoo early next year as part of the Australasian breeding program. Found in 
parts of India, southern China, Malaysia and Indonesia, the Asian small-clawed otter, like all the world’s 13 otter 
species, is threatened by the destruction of aquatic habitats. They are also hunted for their fur, meat and body parts. 
I congratulate Perth Zoo on its breeding success and significant ongoing contribution to regional and 
international species management programs. 
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